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c.I.G, 11

5 July 1946

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

PROVISION FOR COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STALES

Memorendum by the Director of Centrsl Intelligence

1, In accordance with C,I.G, Directive No. 4 the Central

Planning Staff conducted a survey to determine if coverage of

the foreign language press 1in the United States is desirable
for intelligence purposes, what personnel are available for the
work, and which agency oOr agencies'should be responsible for such

= nroject,

2., As a result of th;s survey the Director of Central Intel-
ligence concludes that:

g. The Department of State has a primary need for =z com-
prehensive coverage of the foreign language vpress in the
United Stetes.,

b. The Department of State should develop this source +o
the extent aetermined by 1its needs and capabllities,.

. Compctent personnel appear 0 be available,

Lel

d. This collection effort and the distribution of itg
results should be coordinated by the Director of Central
Intelligence to ensure that it serves the interests of all

sgencies subject to N.I.A. coordination.
3, No &ction by N.I.A, appears to be necessary.
J P

4, It is recommended that the Intelligence Advisory Bosrd

fatt

concur in the draft C,I.G. Directive (Enclosure "2") for issue.
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CCONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE "A"

LRAFD

PROPOSED C.I1.G. DIRECTIVE

PROVISION FOR COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED SLATES

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence
with the Unanimous Concurrence of the
Intelligence Advisory Board

pursumant to paragreph 3.a. of the President's letter of
22 January- 1946, which gives the Director of Central Inte¢lligencc
suthority to make full use of the staffs and facilities of the
'ntelligence agencics of the Departments subject to N.I.A.
coordination, the following policles and procedures, relating
to the coverazge of the foreign language press in the United
Ststes, are snnouncead:

1. The Special Assistant to the Secrctary of 3tatc for
Research and Intelligence, to the extent of his cepabilitics,
will develcp the coverage of the foreign language press in
the United 3tstes in order to meet his own and othecr denurli-
mentel needs for foreign intelligence information from tliis
source.

2. The intelligence information collection effort involved
in the performance of the mission assigned in paragraph 1,
sbove, and the distribution of the information collectcd
wvill be coordinated by the Director of Central Intelligence
to ensure that it serves the interests of the intelligencc

agencies subject to N.I.A, coordination.

CONFIDENTIAL
cIG 11 -2 - Tnclosure "A"
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CCNFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE "B"

DISCUSSION

Note: The term "foreign langusge press" z2s used 1n this
discussion refers to newspepers, magazines and pamphlet:
published in a foreign langusge in the United States. It
is not to be confused with materisl printed in a forelgn
language but published abroad.

1. By memorandum of 20 Februasry 1lyde (1), Mr. Alfred McCormack,.
then Specilal Assistant to the Secretary of 3State in charge of
Research and Intelligence, suggested that the Director of Cen-
+ral Intelkirence toke under advisement the matter of deteymining
what covergge of the foreign language press in the United 3tates
i5 desirable for intelligence information purposcs znd how the
coverage should be obtained. This matter fal1ls logicelly
under the provisions of paragraph L.b., N.I.A. Directive Fo. 2.

Lecordingly, C.1.G. Directive No. L ordered s survey of the

subject.

2. The matter wes discussed with representatives of the BHtute

Deoartment, MID, ONI, A-2 ond FBI. In adaition the mattor was
L

C-scussed with Mr. Hsrry T. Smith of the New York TIMES and Mo
J-cob Lendau of the Cversess News Agency in

7
of whom follow the foreign language press in the United Stotes. \

2, Before the wzr the forelgn language press was little cx-
ploited as & source of foreign intelligence information, al-
hough some usc was made of it zs a check on subversive activ-
i+ies of foreign groups in this country. The F.B.I. in the Jdis-
charge of its mission related to internal security, collected
information on foreign langusge newspapers as to editorshin,

financial backing, influence, etc.

It . puring the war the forelgn longusge press became of con-
sidersble interest to severel government asgencies. The #.B.I.
intensified its coverage of this source for informotion on
foreign groups #2nd individuals. MID, ONI #nd A-2 segrched

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

magazines and newspapers published in forelgn langusges for sny
information of value. This coversge was undertaken to evoid
overlooking any source which might yield any informetion of
intelligence value concerning countries blacked out due to
enemy control., The State Department during this period mede
1ittle use of information gleaned from foreign language nevs-

napers and magazines,

5. The only agency to engage in a comprehensive coverage of
the foreign language press was the Foreign Netlonelities Brench,
08s. This coverage was performed in connection with research
into origihs, political and economic developments and psycho-
logical reactions of foreign groups in the United States as the
basis for reports on the composition and activities of such
groups. In addition to their own reading and analysis of foreign
nress materisl, the Foreign Netionalitles Branch paid the Cver-
seas News Agency in New York $1,000 per month to prepare neriod-
ic summaries of excerpts from newspapers and megazines serving
various foreign groups in this country.’ This service provided
only translation of selected material with guidznce by the

Foreign Naotionalities Branch.

6. Orgsnized coverage of the foreign language press in the

United States, for government agencies, ceased with deactiva-
tion of the Foreign Nationalities Branch, 0SS, in the fall of
1045, Certain officers of the Department of State read some

of the foreigﬁ language publications produced in the Unitead
States to the extent required by its obligation to search out
subversive tendencies among forelgn language groups in the
United St=ztes. ' The Overseas News Agency continues to Eover the

foreign leongusge press in the United States in order to provide
3

v

n neWws service to its private subscribers, tut stotes that it
does so at o considerable financial loss and i@ preparing el
abandon this service. Mr. Harry T. Smith, of the New York TIMESZ,
reands daily 2nd weekly publications in some seven forelgn
CONFIDENTIAL
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lsnguages, in 2ddition to his normel duties as ¢ proof-recder,
but this is purely to furnish possible bases for news ztories
in the TIMES. No distribution of the products of thesé various

{

cfforts is made to government agencies.\

7. The F.B,I. is satisfied with its present coverege as 2

check on subversive activities, and MID, ONI, and A-2 are of the

opinion that the velue of this source of intelligence inform:-
tion does not warrant their contributing personnel, funds or

facilities to achieve comprehensive coverage.

8. Informetion of the type obteinable from the foreign
language press in the United States is required primarily by
the State Department as follows:

a. By research personnel &8s background msteriasl for
intelligence studies;

b. By geographic divisions for analysis of influence of
foreign pressures on foreign language groups in the ﬁnited
States;

c. By the Office of International Informetion and Cultur-
21 Affrirs as a means of measuring the etfectiveness of 1Lt
forelgn lsnguoge propaganda.

The Department of State would welcome the re-establishment of =
comprehensive coverazge of the foreign langucge press in the
United Stztes, but does not possess the funds required to sup-

port such coverage.

g, A small portion (apparently eight or ten persons) of the
now scattered Foreign Nationalitles Brench of 088, is still in
Weshington #snd could, no doubt, be engaged by the department 1if

the need 2nd funds to support it exist.

CONFIDENTIAL
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